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I beleeved,and therefore bave 1 we alfo beleeve, and 
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Bferving that our brethren of scotland, together 
with the Affembly of Divines,andthe reft of the 
y Presbyterian judgement, doe often both in their 
Vig difcourfe and writings,exceedingly preffe for 
formity ; Lhave been urged in my {pirit, tothinke 
upon the matter,and to confider whether there could bee any 
fuch thing found inthe word of the New Teffament, or in the 
practife of the Churches of Chrift. .And for my parts! ingenu- 
oufly profeffe I cannot yet difcover it, and would be glad ifany 
would inftru& me further in this particular, foheedoe it from 
_ Now &xéformety what is it,butan unity of form? and the form 
they mean, no doubt, is outward: for the inward form, asit can- 
not be known by the outward fenfes; fo neither can it be accom- 
plifhed by outward power. And therefore (till 1 know: their 
meaning better) I conceive that by uniformity they anderfand 
an unity of outward form in the Churthes of God :yea,fome of - 
them do declare {o,much, calling the thing they would have,éx- 
Now fuch a thiag asthis (aftcr fo much; meditation and re- 
collectign,as my.other imployments, andthe many diftra@tions 
that neceflarily attend my Ipreieat condition, will permit me) F 
cannot difcermin the word of the Gofpel.: For Chrift {peaking 
ofthe worthip of the,Church ofthe New Teftament,fairh,Fobn 
4.23- The houre cometh and nom when the trae morfbsppers {hall 
worlhip the Father and. Truth, for the Parber (eeketh fuch te 
worlhep. bim. Gok 4 they that warfbip muft 
wor|[bip him ix {pirgt aud truth, In which wordsit is moft evident, 
§ Godin the time of the is 
ioward and f{pirituall,, con&ftiog in faith, hope,love,and pray- 
er, the ofthe three rae &e, And fo, 18 (6 
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Tread how the A poftles being together with 


Uniformity Examined, 
from Uniformity as hath been‘ explicated, and as they: under- 
ftand it, that it is not at all capable of it.. And therefore I cannot 
but wonder at the ftraage workings Of ddrkacs in the minds of 
whowould have an externall Usiformity in 2 worthip 
‘that is inward and fpiritual), and of whiegithe outward form is 


a Again, as'l find not this Uniformity inthe do@rineief the 
"Gofpel, fo neither in the’ practice of the Saints, who had the fpi. 

Fit ofthe Gofpel, as that practice is reprefented to us in the 


the women, and ##4/y the mother of Jefus, and his brethren, 
¢Ontinted with one accord in prayerand fupplication :and 
46. how gll that beleeved were. together, and continued 
daily with one accord inthe Temple, and did break bread from bou/e to 
im all this there was Unity, but Uni- 
formity,neither namenorthing. Again, Péter and 
being tet goe by the Magifirates, went to therr own company, 
(Which many ofour Clérgy would term 2 Convenricle): ‘424 re- 
porkea all'that the chiefe Priel und bad thems and 


cord,and prayed. Here was inward in faith,and love, 8 joy, 
and fpiritug! prayer but no external Uniformity : and'verf, 33. 


Thermultitudle of them' that 'beleeved were of one beart; and one foule> 


Unity bar nothing oF externall Uniformity: Farther. w 
read e4@s chap.7.and hap. $.that Stepben and Philip)‘ who by 
the Church were ordained Deacons, andwere to fetve only for’ 
the Miniftery of the'T able, yet by vertue of the anointing,prea- 

_ thed the Of God freely; and powerfully how all thé 


fiers nor Deacons,being fcattéréd abroad by perfecition: went 
necefhity the un¢tion the Spirit; of which all beleevers par- 


me,inthatcafeof . 


ao 


‘nO part at all, but is meerly accidental, and fp abfolurely va- 


when they beard it; they lift'up their voyte to ace 


© 
if 
~ 
| 
| 
P| 
a > 
2 
& 
oA 
“ 
‘ 


take alike , being one fundamentallground of fuch Miniftery, 
where there are no beleevers to call to the office? and in all this, 
though there was unity of faith, fpirit; and dottriné, yet lam 
fure they will fay,therewas no fuch Uniformity as they would) 
have. Again, 44s 20,.Pau/ the firft day ofthe week, preachedto 
the Difciples of Ataceonia,fr6 the evening till midnight(which 
Dr. Pockisnton ina printed Sermon faith, was out Of order, that 

is, out of Prelaticall order,or Presbyreriall Uniformity )and af- - 
ter brake bread and did eat, and talked with them a long while, 
till break of day : and going fromthence, he arrived at Epbefu, 
_and there called the Elders of the Church together,and appeals. 
tothem after what manner he had been with them,to 

the Lord with all humility of mind,(I with the Affembly wou! 
mark that, and mark itagain) andwith many tears andtempta- 
tions, 8¢c.and how he had held back nothing profitable for them, 

but had taught them-publickly 8 from houle to: houfe,whicht 
with were more inufe now-a-dayes; if it: might obtain fo much 
leave from Uniformity) and had preached to them repentance 
towards God,& faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift,our chief 
work toward God fince our fall & corruption being repentance, - 
w‘"is the chage of theicreaturetowards own 
thisiis nondonewithone the forrow of 
the towards Chrift who is given tous. 
asa head,being Faith or Union. And cinithe endyrexhores the 
Presbyters to.take heed to, them felvesi(who ‘according: to the 
principles. o£ this age,|want 
{eeing they are become a peremptory rule 

flocks over which the holy Ghof (andnot: Patrons) mide. 


overfeers,to feedthe Church of God whichrhee had 


ale withhis own blond, &c. Bue iniallthis neither: practiles: 
orhers,or impofe others aoyfch kindiofithing! 
nall Uniformity. ‘Andio furely they. that fo.vehemently ‘urge’ 
this thing, that they make it allin allin their Reformation;have’ 
fome other teacher then the Apoftle, -whosheing eau, 
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Uviformity B xamived. 
_Chriftas Chrift was taught of God, yet knew no fuch thing at 
-allin the worthip of God,as Uniformity. 
And yct further that the world (ifitbe poffible) may bec the 
more convinced,obferve a little more ferioufly the practice of 
Chrift and the Saints,in reference to this eer you fhal fee 
— nothing leffe chen externall Uniformity. See this inthe prayer 
of Chrift, (prayer for the duty it felt being nothing but fo much 
{pirituali worfhip as being the voice ofthe Spirit in the fieth, 
both in head and members.) This Chrift fometimes performed 
with his eyes lifted up to heaven, fomtimes being proftrate with 
his body onthe earth,and fo feverall times feverall wayes: and as 
hee, fo the Saints have fome prayed ftanding, and lifting up 
their hands,as Ao/es,fome kneeling and lifting up their hands,as 
Solomon,fome ftanding and not lifting up their eyes,as the Publi- 
cane,&c. And what externall Uniformity inall this? And as for 
raying,{o for preaching, Chrift fometimes preached ina fhip, 
fomctimes on the fhore, fometimes in the Citie of Jerusalem, 
fometimes in the Temple, fometimes in the defart, fometimes 
‘early,fometimes late,as if hee intended on purpofe to witneffe | 
againft that pecce of the myftery of iniquity,which in after ages 
fhould be called 4asformity.So Paul preached fometimes on the 
Jewes Sabbath, fometimes on the firt dayof the week, fome- 
times each day of the week,fomtimes inthe day,fomtimes,in the 
night,fomtimes prayed in the houfe,fometimes on thefhore; he 
Tzmothy the weak,refufed to circumcife Titm 
_ among the perverfe,became as a Jew tothe Jewcs, as a Greek to 
the Greekssto'theiveak as weak,tothe {trong as ftrong,all things 
toali men,that he might win fome:& what external Uniformity 
was here? -And-then for the Sacraments, Chrift'adminiftred the 
Sacrathent ofthe Supper immediatly after {upper, Paw! at mid- 
_ Right, and itmay be others inthe morning,ot at noon: and what 
Sxtepnall Uniformity in allthis? “And for goverriment, {ome- 
| times the Apoftles met together int 


o a Councell, and in that 
Ouncel ordered things not of their own heads, or by plurality 


ty 
the Word and Spirit, and what they ordered 
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Uniformity 


by the Word and'Spirit, they put in execution by the power of 


the Word & Spirit, and not by the power of the world. Ato- 
ther times Minifters and beleevers did things by the Word and 
Spirit among themfelves, by the mutuallconfentofboth; or 
elfe beleevers alone among themfelves, if there were no Mini- 


fters prefent, And where the number of beleevers were moc, 


they ftood in need of moe officers; and where fewer, of fewer 
officers, and all thefethings at the free ordering of the Chur- 
ches, who have Chrift,the Spirit, and the Father among them 
and in them,and foare taken out of the bondage of men into the 
freedome of God. Thattruly I feenotthe Gofpel more fetting 
its {pirit againft any thing of Antichrift, then meyer this poiht 
of externa] Uniformity.For if we have one Lord, Chri(t,Spirir, 
Faith, Baptifme,God,all other things are free to the Churches, 
as God fhal order by them,and no otf erwife:and the reafon,and 


wifdome, and prudence .of man, have no place in this world, 


_ where the Sun ofrightcoufnes fhines as the onely light. | 
| i againft this that hath been faid, doe lie fome objetions ; 
as firft, 


The foretold that the Lord fhould be one, andhis Name 


one,and doth not this imply externall Uniformity ? wid 
. Tanfwer, nothing leffe : for the Apoftle explicates plainly 
and clearly,what it is to have the Lord one,and his Name one a= 
mong beleevers, Eph. 4.ch. 4,5,6. where he faith, there is in the 


{pirituall Church, ove Boay,and one Spirit, ene hope of our calling, 


one Lord, one Faith,one Baptifme,one God and Father of all, wbo ts a- 


Love all, through all, and in all. Whereby you fee, that among be- 


leevers thete is 2 manifold Unity,but no external 
yea,the prayer of Chrift the Son forthe Church,unfolds clearly 


the promife of God the Fatherto the Church, fob. 17. Chrift — 


prayes,that they all (who are many among themfclyes according 


to the fleth) say be one,as thou Father art tn me, and 1 in thee,(char 


is, according to the unity of the Spirit, not external Unifor- 
Mity)thas after this manner they may One 
Bur again itis objected out of Cor. 14. thatthe A poftle re- 

| ; quires 
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Uniformity Examined: 
quires that things may be done in the Church decently and tx. or: 
der :anddoth not this imply,externall Uniformity ? | 
I anfwer,that they wil hardly admis,,in their Parifh Churches 
fuch a decency.and.order.as theApoftle there means,neither are 
they capable of it. For he faith before, when the whole Church ts 
come together iatofome place, that allmay propbefie ane ty onc, that all 
may learn and all be.comforted :.andthat. during this exercife of 
prophelying, fany thing be revealed to another, the former. 
places andhe muk that haththe.cleareft tight, feging the 
Spirit, to whom foever it is given, it is given to;pra 
Agdthatrhouzhall may. prophefie one by one; yet all, may not 
_prophelic at once, for.then it would.not be order,but coatution, 
the Apoftle would have avoided, faying,Letell things be done 
~ decently and tn order. Af) this decency toorhe: perfwades to by 
__ the word, he. doth not Mforce by fecular power.) And if they wil 
Gall this Uniformity, Churchsmembess go. proplielic one 
after another,according tothe variety ofithe gifts of thes pirit, 
and not many or two or three at once orthe aetiaaceu wil- 
lingly agree with them ;.but how farrethis thing is: from their 
Thus you fee thefe objeStions anfweredjand I am. confident 
there ar¢no more.can be bronghtbut may clearly.and. eafily 
And therefore, I fay, I wonder and wonder again, that wee hia- 
 Wingcovenanted and agreed together to endeavour 
fora government moft agrceableto.the word of God, thould in 
the meantime be left fo void ofthe fpirit andlight of the. Gof- 
pel,as to,fall uponexternall Uniformity, w** is no where tobe 
fouad in the Gofpel,nor inthe practife of primitive Chriftians, 
» Yeawwhile I confider more ferioufly of the matter, me thinks 
esternal Uniformity isa monftrous chin g(how glorious foever 
An theireyes & not tobe found cither in nature or in grace , ¢i- 
ther in Chrilts Kingdome, onthe Kingdomesiof theworld. 
dn natureis no externall Uniformity extended to all the works 
For loakintothe world fee if there be not 
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she 
of forms yand earthly bodies having féverall formes; and 
satithe earth ead beaft, tree, plant, (crearire, ‘differs one - 
gnother in outward form. Ifthe creation fhould appeare in 
fori, or external uniformity, what amon firots thing would 
itbe, nothing differing fromthe chaos ® but the vat 
isthe beauty of the world.$o that'thonghe 
admirableuni all the creatures, ‘yee theres 
leffe then externaliUniformity. 
Again, as there'is no externall Uniformity {pread 
_great world, fono ryet over the little world, or man.’ Fof look 
sonaman confittiig of bead: and members , unto\which the 
fhial tiot find all the 
one another, neither in regard of their outward forms, hor'o- 
perations : forthe hand doth as the foot, nor'the*toor 
tht andifallthe members! fhould appeare and 
 .onerform, whatamonfter woulda man bee?’ yer’ 
amembers thought therebeno external! uniformity; 
yée the Kixigdomes ot the world; you 
fee-no thing inthem as external! Uniformity; Hete'in 
-Hullas Hallifax, nor that as Briftoll; Gc. neither is‘ one Connty 
‘governed uniformly.as another’; there is ho uniformity in'thego- 
-werhment of Kent one town ovetriéd like anothers in 
yongeft for: inherits, m Har ringeomithe 4 
_ “mor oné Co ion govetned another,’ nor oné ‘Conipany. 
sin the Citie governed as another; and betwee ali'thefe' Coun- 
Townes, Corporations, there 1s iinitie, 
Who! exrernall dniforniity. Ye ‘the famdu 
ate, it tay bi, ed fans 
andong all thefe families theréis foextertall 
int) the anity ofa City." 
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in world, and make his life-warft then death. Tocompelt eve. 
man every day inthe week, or évery Munday, Tuctday, 
weeks to.an uniformity. of life,that hee fhall:rife ‘at the 
time, ufethe fame poftures, {peak k the fame words;: cat the 
the famePhyfick, fit, and. fiand; and walk, and 
VV an rabic as uniformity 

10 the | life man, taking away all: of the foule? But 
much more saillead tatoll erableis uniformity in the life of a 
ofshe arue Churches of Chrift, taking away all free- 
it of God,who'being one with God, worksin the 

not to.be bound with: any authoritative or 
power, of poore, dark; i ind 


ILmen.. 
What .now. then. doe the. Presbyters mean by Uniformity 2 
the Sacraments admini- 


Wouldsbey shave the word 
ftred,and the hame of God called: on, and alli shis done: ini fpirit 
andtruth inthe Churches of Chrift? Thistruly is. unity and nor 
uniformity, and fuchan unity.4sno-man cancompell, But would 
they have the word preachedythe name! of God called Sacra- 
ments, adminiftred, the, ,fpiriruatl: Dafcipline of ‘the. fpirituall 
Church managed, the vertues of Chriftyand of {the Spirit 
inthe Saints exercifed, and. all thisin-one an ‘the fame ontward 
for 2, This is the burden ofthe Saintss the bon- 
the Church, the ftraitoiag: the Spirity’ the li of 
wile foever thefe:men may: bee in-naturall and. carnal! things, yet 
their wifdome is bur. foolithnetfe in- fpirituallathings, which 
there is nomore uniformity, then in the workings. ol the'Spirit,. 
whowarks in, Saints, and: feverally in: the fame 
Saints at;feyerall times... And. therefore they that the 
Churchtoan Wasformity which worksinot of itfelfe,bueas'the 
Spirit works in it, let them, firttgie ithe Spirit to. an Uniformity, 
ntenred... Bur thefe men fad 
duce the Spisit in- 
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Uniformity Examined. | 
and Churches, toanoutward uniformity, according to their owtr 
mind and fancy,andfowould rule and order, and enlargeand ftrar 
tén the Spiritof Godby the fpirie of «man. fecing itus worfe to 
fin againtt Chrift.in the fpirit,then again (tt inthe « 
_ And thereforetill otherwife taught. by the Word; 4:can- 
not conceive that thereoughtto bee, or'is poffiblé t6 bee dny'fuch 
externall Liniformity«in the Churches of: Chrift, as thefe ‘men 
{trive, wraftle, fweat,contend for, I will not fayare ready to-fight 
for, but that feveral Churches of Chrift havingunity of do@rine, — 
faith,the fpirity ordinances, 8cc. may have divers forms ofoutwatd 
adminiftrations,as God and Chrift by the Spirit thall ‘lead ‘thems: 
and that every Church is in thefe things to beleft free, and. no: 
Church forced byany-outward power to follow or imitate ano~ 
ther Churchagainft itswill,not being freely: led-unte itby the S pix 
Neithetdoe [think that God hath fer upany company'ofmen,, 
or Synod in the world; to fhine toawhole , fo chat al 
ple fhall:be conftrained to follow their judgement, and towalkby 


their light, Minifters and- Chriftiats/ shay ‘have: more 
light and {pirie 


nthey. Neither hath Chrift promifed his pre- 
irit to Mintiers more'tlien to-beleevers, nor mere to- 
then totwoorthree: and: if two or three Cliriftians. | 


fer.ce and. 
an hundre 3 
in the. countrey being mee ‘together in thename of Citr 
have Chrift. himfelfe.. with» \\Spirit aniong- 
them, they need not ride many milesto the: Affembip:ae 
to know what to doe,or how to carry and behave themfelves in the 
things of God.: And therefore for any.compahy Ofimen ‘ofithat 
repute foever, to fetup their own 
peeeartoey rule from which noman muft vary, and to.compell alF 
the faithfull people ef God, who-are the very members of Jéfas 
-Chrift himfelfe,to fall down befOge it, upan pain of being caft 
tothe burning fierie furnace of their ‘indignation, heated feven, 

tumes. more hot then ordinary, through the defired acceffe of fe- _ - 
cular.power to their power, isa farre worfe work in my eyes, then . 
thatot K. Nebuchaduezzer, {ettingupa golden Image, forcing 
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| ‘Uniformity Examined. 
40 fall dowmbefore it; {eeing {pirituall idolatry is fo much worfe 
then corporall,as the i 
_. And-therefere I doe think «let themteach me better by the 
Word thatcan)that Uniformity ( the great Diana of the Presby- 


Imagethat falls the brain and 


_ Of maayhath no footing in the Scriptures,or in the practice of the 
Churchés of Chrift: Aad that the Presbyterian Uniformitie is 
arkin to Prelaticall Conformity, and is.no other then the 
‘fetoe= thing under another word, after the manner of Prelacie 
_. padPresbytery anddoc conclude rhat Chriftian, Uni- 
thisil have onely hinted, andthat briefly, among many oc- 
scafions, to difcover to the faithfull, that fome ofthe very dregges 
ichrifisanefme prevail and domincere under the very 
-name of Reformation: And alfoto give occafion to men of more 


Spirityand abilities, andJeafure,to difcourfe mote folly to this 


point; thatthis Serpents head ot Formalsty which is fo ‘carefully 
nourifhed by humane reafon, may-bee cruthed :in. peeces by the 


power,of the Word, + 
which yeehave recesved of bim, abideth in you, and 
yee need not thet.any man {hould teach you; but. as the fame 
tescherh yen of ell things,and u truth, anu ws no lie, and even ds it bat 


pirituall Churchis taught by the anointing, the carnall 
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Artlation of feverall papiges jrom 
Newark, Munmoth ike fo be (urprt~ 
w( | Many of the Exemy were flaixe, 
and tater, Banbury teficgea with 
1906. fuote, aad asoo, buje. Ave- 
latiew of the newes from the weft, 
anc of the taking yoo. borfe at 
by, Haftings put out ,Siv Jaceb 
ley commands in chiefe » Murry ard. 
Cunmgham taken: Letiers (pokex 
| of, $000. Souddiers in veadineffe ta 
fend into England France; 
of taking ef Chefterc , 
‘with the rumber of Mer, Ordrance, 
Artes, Shippes, exc. Hopes of the 
taking of Holt, Ruthen and Harcen 
Caftles, and diver{a ot ber things fe 
lnfor mation, 


Be wife as Serpents innocent as Dove. ye 


Sent out, and Returning 


‘Briogs Intelligence from the Armies: vot both 
Kingdomes , andrelates othet Paffiges obfervable, 
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Rrowe is apern‘tiow: evillamong men, wherher it bee Er- 
ror’ cf Obfmacy, or Error of fono srance; fhe former is 
ercar ditturbance whole King: lones (fitch as are broched 
in Pu'y ipits, writings, and di! ipute.) The lateer is 


Hall to particular t meng and who isthe man that errerh not, oF 


whe 
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